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Academic Degrees

2004 Habilitation and Venia Legendi for Medical Psychology, Faculty of Medicine, University of
Duisburg-Essen

2000 Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.), Biological Psychology Ph.D. Program, University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center, USA

1998 Master of Science (M.Sc.), Biological Psychology Ph.D. Program, University of Oklahoma
Health Sciences Center, USA

1996 Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Psychology (Vordiplom), Heinrich-Heine University Diisseldorf

Awards and Honours

2016-present  Recognition as a “ROME-Foundation Fellow”, Rome-Foundation

2016-present  Editorial Board Member, Neurogastroenterology & Motility

2012 Oskar Medizin Prize, Oskar-Helene-Heim Foundation

2011 DFG Heisenberg-Professor

2009 DFG Heisenberg-Stipend

2009 Research Award for Psychosomatic Research, Graute & Graute Oppermann-Foundation
1999 Graduate Student Association Award for Outstanding Academic Achievement

1996-1997 Stipend “Integrated Studies Abroad”, Deutscher Akademischer Auslandsdienst (DAAD)

Funding (past 5 years)

German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, DFG) Project TP A10 “From Pavlov to
pain: Extinction learning in visceral pain” (Pls S. Elsenbruch & A. Icenhour) within SFB 1280 “Extinction
Learning”. (2021-2025) Total ~544.000 €

DFG Project TP A12 “The impact of chronic inflammation on fear extinction” (Pls H. Engler & S. Elsenbruch)
within SFB 1280 “Extinction Learning”. (2021-2025) Total ~580.000 €

DFG Project TP04 , Effects of negative expectations on visceroception and visceral pain” within SFB/TRR 289
“Treatment Expectation”. (2020-2024) Total ~549.000 €

DFG Project TP A10 “From Pavlov to pain: Extinction learning in visceral pain” within SFB 1280 “Extinction
Learning”. (2017-2021) Total ~453.000 €

DFG Project TP A12 “The impact of inflammation on the extinction of pain-related fear in humans” (Pls H.
Engler & S. Elsenbruch) within SFB 1280 “Extinction Learning”. (2017-2021) Total ~509.000 €

DFG Project 7 “Neural mechanisms of learning and extinction in visceral pain” (EL 236/9-2 PIs S. Elsenbruch
& S. Benson) within Research Unit FOR 1581 “Extinction Learning: Neural Mechanisms, Behavioral
Manifestations, and Clinical Implications”. (2014-2016): Total: ~237.000 €

DFG Project 5 “Placebo modulation of visceral pain processing: Effects of emotional context on placebo and
nocebo responses in healthy volunteers” (EL 236/8-2 PIs S. Elsenbruch & S. Benson) within Research Unit
FOR 1328 “Expectation and conditioning as basic processes of the placebo and nocebo response”. (2014-
2016) Total: ~291.000 €

Ministry for Innovation, Science, and Research of North Rhine-Westphalia (Ministerium fir Innovation,
Wissenschaft und Forschung des Landes NRW) Program for Gender Equality of Universities
(Landesprogramm  flir Geschlechtergerechte Hochschulen, Programmstrang Férderung von
Denominationen in der Genderforschung (2016-2019). Total: 225.000 €
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